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Descriptive Summary 
 

Creator Information Stein, Evaleen, 1863-1923 

  
Title Evaleen Stein papers 

  
Collection Identifier MSP 190 

  
Date Span 1889-2005 

  
Abstract The collection includes poems and letters written by Evaleen 

Stein.  All but one poem are handwritten. 

  
Extent 0.1 cubic feet (3 folders) 
  
Finding Aid Author Virginia Pleasant 
  
Languages English 
  
Repository Virginia Kelly Karnes Archives and Special Collections 

Research Center, Purdue University Libraries 

 
Administrative Information 
 

Location Information: ASC 
  
Access Restrictions: Collection is open for research.   
  
Preferred Citation: MSP 190, Evaleen Stein papers, Karnes Archives and 

Special Collections, Purdue University Libraries 
  
Copyright Notice: Copy rights belong to Evaleen Stein, her heirs, or 

individual publishers.  Please see an archivist for more 
details.  

  
Related Materials  
Information: 

Board of Trustees Records. Correspondence, 1872-
1875 
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Subjects and Genres 
 
Persons 
Stein, Evaleen, 1863-1923  
 
Topics 
Women’s Archives at Purdue University 
Nature writing 
Authors, American-- Indiana  
 
Form and Genre Types 
Correspondence 
Poetry  
 
Occupations 
Author 
  

Biography of Evaleen Stein 

Evaleen Stein was born in 1863 to John A. Stein and Virginia Tomlinson Stein in 
Lafayette, Indiana.  Her brother was Orth Stein.  The Stein family was well respected 
within the greater Lafayette community due to John Stein’s law practice, involvement 
in local and state politics, his role in the establishment of Purdue University, and his 
involvement with the Board of Trustees once the university was established.  Virginia 
Stein was also well respected due to her position at the Lafayette library after the 
passing of her husband.  Both Orth and Evaleen were known for their writing, 
although Orth’s writing was primarily journalistic in nature.   

Ms. Stein’s writing career got its start with the publishing of several of her poems in 
Indianapolis newspapers.  As she gained more attention for her work from better 
known local authors such as James Whitcomb Riley and George Ade, she was 
eventually able to begin publishing her poems in collected volumes.  Later, Stein 
transitioned to writing and illustrating children’s stories.  Her status and standing 
within the local community and among other Indiana authors was celebrated at a 
program organized in her honor at Purdue University: An Authors’ Reading.  Notable 
authors such as George Ade, James Whitcomb Riley, Charles Major, and Meredith 
Nicholson read from their works and raised $1000 on Stein’s behalf so that she might 
travel to Europe.  Stein passed away at the age of sixty in 1923. 

Source(s): 
Kriebel, Robert C., 1990, Poets, Painters, Paupers, Fools: Indiana’s Stein Family.  
West Lafayette: Purdue University Press. 
 
MSP 190, Evaleen Stein papers, Karnes Archives and Special Collections 
 
http://www.mainlesson.com/displayauthor.php?author=stein 
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Collection Description 

Scope 

The Evaleen Stein papers (1889-2005; 0.1 cubic feet) document the life and career 
of Evaleen Stein, one of the first female authors of note from Indiana.  The collection 
consists of seven of Stein’s poems and letters from Ms. Stein to Mrs. William Graham 
one of which describes a benefit that was thrown for Ms. Stein by several notable 
Indiana authors (George Ade, James Whitcomb Riley, Charles Major, etc) to enable 
her travel to Europe.  All but one poem in the collection are handwritten by Ms. Stein.  
Also included in the collection are two letters written by Glen Swiggett to the Purdue 
libraries during the process of donating some of Ms. Stein’s poems, and clippings of 
an article and unpublished book introduction written by Robert Kriebel (who has done 
extensive research on Evaleen Stein and her family). Although it is a small collection, 
the papers do reflect Stein’s writing style and provide insight into her relationships 
with other people.  The collection might be useful to researchers interested in 
prominent individuals in the greater Lafayette area, Indiana poets, female authors, 
and nature writing in the early twentieth century.  Types of materials include 
correspondence, poetry, and clippings.  The papers are organized into a single 
series.  

Descriptive Rules Describing Archives: A Content Standard 
 
Processing Information  
All materials have been placed in archival housing for preservation purposes.  
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 DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE COLLECTION 

 
Evaleen Stein papers, 1889-2005 
(0.1 cubic feet) 
 
Folder 1: Papers (1905-1909) 
 
Item  
1 Post Card, 1905 
2. Poem, “Christmas Violets” (typed copy) 
3. Letter to Mrs. William A. Graham, 1909 
4. Envelope addressed to Mrs. William A. Graham, 
5. Poem, “The Mountain Torrent,” 1909 
6. Envelope addressed to Mrs. William A. Graham 
 
Folder 2: Glen Swiggett Papers on Evaleen Stein (1889-1954) 
 
Item  
1 Letter from Glen Swiggett to Miss Cammack of the Purdue libraries, 1954 
2. Letter from Glen Swiggett to Miss Cammack of the Purdue libraries, 1954 
3. Poem, “The Marshes,” ca 1890 
4. Poem, “Evening Down the Long Drift,” ca 1889 
5. Poem, “Flood Time on the Marshes,” ca 1892 
6. Poem, “The Marsh Mists,” ca 1891 
 
Folder 3: Clippings (1986-2005) 
 
Item  
1 Article, “The poet as an artist,” 1986 
2. E-mail, including unpublished book introduction, 2005 
 


