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Descriptive Summary 
 

Creator Information Friedersdorf, Nancy, 1927-  
  
Title Nancy Friedersdorf papers 
  
Collection Identifier MSF 484  
  
Date Span 1968 – 1999 
  
Abstract The Nancy Friedersdorf papers document the professional 

career of Nancy Friedersdorf, primarily through speech 
and workshop notes, along with a smaller amount of 
biographical materials. 

  
Extent 1 cubic foot (3 mss. boxes)  
  
Finding Aid Author Jonnie McConnell 
  
Languages English 
  
Repository Virginia Kelly Karnes Archives and Special Collections 

Research Center, Purdue University Libraries 
 
Administrative Information 
 

Location Information: ASC 
  
Access Restrictions: Collection is open for research. 
  
Acquisition 
Information: 

Donated by Nancy Friedersdorf, September 11, 2013   

  
Accession Number: 20130911  
  
Preferred Citation: MSF 484, Nancy Friedersdorf papers, Karnes Archives 

and Special Collections, Purdue University Libraries 
  
Copyright Notice: Purdue University per deed of gift 
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Subjects and Genres 
 
Persons 
Friedersdorf, Nancy, 1927- 
 
Topics 
Gender and Higher Education 
 
Form and Genre Types 
Clippings 
Correspondence 
Speeches 
 
Occupations 
Women College Administrators  
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Biography of Nancy Friedersdorf 

Nancy Friedersdorf served in Purdue University’s Office of the Dean of Women and 
Office of the Dean of Students from 1969 to 1989 in various roles: Counselor, 
Assistant Dean of Women, Assistant Dean of Students, Director of the 
Undergraduate Testing Center, and Coordinator of Counseling Services. She was 
also a visiting professor in the Department of Education for several years. 
Friedersdorf was the first woman President of the Indiana Personnel and Guidance 
Association. She represented Purdue University as Spokesperson for the Purdue 
Alumni Association and she has published articles in the Purdue Alumni magazine on 
women students, student religious concerns, and the demographics of university 
students. In 1980, Friedersdorf was instrumental in organizing valuable forums and 
workshops for Purdue advisors, which eventually grew into the Purdue Academic 
Advising Association (PACADA), an organization which actively promotes the quality 
of academic advising at Purdue.  In 1983, she received the prestigious Helen B. 
Schleman Award. She is an honorary member of Omicron Delta Kappa, The Reamer 
Club, and Alpha Phi Omega. Friedersdorf has shown her commitment to the Purdue 
community through a multitude of speaking engagements for students, alumni, and 
parents. 
 
Source: Materials within the collection. 
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Collection Description 

Scope 

The Nancy Friedersdorf papers (1968 – 1989; 1 cubic foot) document the student 
services career of Nancy Friedersdorf at Purdue University. A large majority of the 
collection is composed of speech manuscripts and speech notes from Friedersdorf’s 
many speaking and workshop engagements throughout her career. The rest of the 
collection consists of biographical documentation about her professional career. Very 
little information about Dr. Friedersdorf’s life outside of her Purdue career is included 
in the collection. The Nancy Friedersdorf papers are organized into two series: 

  

Arrangement 

1. Biographical Information, 1972 – 1999 (0.1 cubic feet) 
This series contains a resume, correspondence, documentations of praise from 
colleagues and clients, clippings, and pamphlets. 
 
2. Speeches, 1968 – 1989 (0.9 cubic feet) 
This series contains both manuscript-formatted speeches and speech notes on index 
cards. When possible, materials in both series are arranged by date. Undated 
materials are arranged alphabetically by title. Some note card materials are undated 
and untitled, so no arrangement was possible. 
 
 
   
Descriptive Rules Anglo-American Cataloguing Rules, 2nd Edition / Describing       
    Archives: A Content Standard 
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 DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE COLLECTION 
 
Series 1. Biographical Information, 1972 – 1999   
(0.1 cubic feet)  
 
Box 1  
 
Folder  
1 Lists of presentations, speeches, etc., 1972 – 1985  
2. Sagamore of the Wabash nomination letter and resume, 1989 
3. “Documents from Outside Professionals,” 1977 - 1985 
  A portfolio of accolades 
4. “Documentation from Colleagues,” 1975 – 1985  
  A portfolio of accolades 
5. “Documents from Presentations and Consulting,” 1982 – 1985  
  A portfolio of accolades 
6. Clippings, circa 1982 – 1989  
7. Correspondence, 1979 – 1995  
8. Brochures and pamphlets, 1975 – 1999  
9. “Earn your Degree and Have Fun Too,” 1981 
  Pamphlet written by Nancy Friedersdorf 
 
 
Series 2. Speeches, 1968 – 1989   
(0.9) 
 
Box 1       
 

Speech manuscripts, 1968 – 1989  
Folder  
10. Indiana State Teachers Association (ISTA) Conference on Instruction, 1968 
11. “Tomorrow’s Woman,” 1969 
12. “Women are on Their Way Up,” 1969 
13. “Sex Roles around the World,” 1971 
14. “Tomorrow’s World,” 1972 
15. “The Indiana Plan” (Indiana Personnel and Guidance Association), 1973 
16. “The Celebrated Experience: sharing with Youth Homemakers Conference,” 

1974 
17. “Are You Loveable?,” 1974 
18. “In Reality: Who is Woman?,” 1974 
19. “The Art of Being Happy,” June 3, 1978 
20. PALS, June 19, 1978 
21. Extension staff retreat presentation, 1984 
22. Women’s Caucus, 1985 
23. “The A, B, C, D, and E of Success,” 1986 
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24. “You Don’t Have to be Sick to Get Better,” 1986 
25. “Coping with Coworkers,” 1988 
26. Speech for Food Services workers, 1989 
27. Veterinary Technology Spring Retreat, 1989 
28. “The Art of Being Happy” 
29. “Communication: Basis of a Good Life with Others” 
30. “A Comparative Study of Counselor Attitudes toward the Further Educational 

and Vocational Plans of High School Girls” 
31. “The Consistent and Caring Educator” 
32. “The Consistent and Caring Educator” 
33. “Coping with Coworkers,” physical plant presentation 
34. “Counseling or Guidance or Student Personnel Services – or What?, and 

Most Certainly – Why?” 
35. “Dames” 
36. “Don’t be a Counselor in a Student Personnel Setting Unless…” 
37. “One Counselor’s Responsibility” 
38. “Pearls of Wisdom from a Great Mind – Ha!” 
39. “The Rising Tide of Pregnancies or: Cohabit or not Cohabit” 
40. “You ARE important” 

 
Box 2 

 
 

 Speech notecards, 1972 – 1988    
Folder  
1 Speech notes, 1972 – 1977  
  “Women in Administration” 1972, Association of American Colleges 

1974, “Techniques of Financial Counseling” 1975, “Marriage – 
Communication” (Trinity Church) 1977  

2. Speech notes, 1978 - 1979 
  “Crisis in the Lives of College Students” 1978, “APGA Convention” 

1979, “Career Choice” 1979  
3. Speech notes, 1980 – 1982  
  Workshop on Communication 1980, “My Faith” 1980, “How to Hear 

what Students are Really Asking” 1982, “Positive Student Power” 1982  
4. Speech notes, 1982 – 1983  
  Baptist Church “Communication” 1982, Golden Key “The Importance of 

Scholastics” 1982, “Grafton Youth Report” 1983, “Communicating” 
1983, “Listening to Hearing” 1983 

5. Speech notes, 1984 – 1985  
  “Testing and Career Counseling” 1984, “Academic Advisors Forum” 

1984, “Difficult Student” 1984, “The Burned-Out Counselor” 1985 
6. Speech notes, 1985 – 1988  
  “A Positive Approach to Facing Tough Times” 1985, “Positive Student 

Power” 1986, “McCutcheon Scholarship Remarks” 1986, “Pan Hel” 
1988, Charter Hospital 1988 
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7. Speech notes, undated, 1 of 7 
  Academic Advising “Communication,” Avon High School, “College 

Women Today: Obligations, Opportunities, Obstacles” 
8. Speech notes, undated, 2 of 7 
  “Communication,” “Communication Relationships in Organizations,” 

“Conditions for Management Motivation”  
9. Speech notes, undated, 3 of 7 
  “Coping” – Baptist Church, “Coping,” “The Counseling Interview,” 

“Dynamic Factors in Career Choice,” “In Reality – Who is Women” 
 
Box 3 
 
Folder  
1 Speech notes, undated, 4 of 7 
  Lebanon Alumni Association “Women at Purdue – Where they Are,” 

Management “Career Decision Making,”  “A Positive Approach to 
Facing Tough Times” 

2. Speech notes, undated, 5 of 7 
  “Positive Power in a Changing World for the Business Woman or: yes, 

you do make a difference,”  “Problem Related Areas in Marriage,” “A 
Quick Glimpse of Purdue Life Today”  

3. Speech notes, undated, 6 of 7 
  “Rap Session for Power Interested People,” “Resident Halls 

Counselors,” “Resident Hall Counselor Orientation” 
4. Speech notes, undated, 7 of 7 
  Veterinary Technology Workshop, “What is this Thing Called Love?,” 

“Women as Administrators,” “Women in Careers – Making it in a Man’s 
World,” “Your Self Image”  

5. Speech notes, no title, undated, 1 of 4 
6. Speech notes, no title, undated, 2 of 4 
7. Speech notes, no title, undated, 3 of 4 
8. Speech notes, no title, undated, 4 of 4 
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